HARPENDEN

v SAWBRIDGEWORTH TOWN
Spartan South Midlands League Premier Division §

3pm Saturday, April 6, 2024
Match programme £1
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Welcome to part one
of a thrilling triple bill

oday is the first of three back-to-back home games
here at Rothamsted Park, making it potentially
the defining week of our season.

We’d like to extend a warm welcome to our visitors
from Sawbridgeworth Town this afternoon and we
know that we will be in for a tough match, even
though they have had a very difficult season.

Ten days ago the Spartan South Midlands League
informed all clubs that fifth-placed St Panteleimon
were to fold with immediate effect and their record
would be expunged. That potentially offers our
visitors today a reprieve from relegation and it threw
the race for the final play-off place wide open.

It is very sad when any club folds and the meteoric
rise by St Panteleimon from Sunday League to Step 5
since they were formed in 2015 was nothing short of
remarkable. But it’s a reminder of how difficult it is
for all clubs at this level to cover costs and attract the
volunteers needed to keep things running smoothly.
That’s why we are so grateful to all our sponsors,
volunteers and fans who have contributed so much
to support the players and management this season.
If you would like to sponsor the club or have some
time or expertise to offer to our off-field efforts, we’d
love to hear from you. You can contact us through our
website harpendentownfc.com

If we were to reach the play-offs it would represent
great progress this year. Two fantastic away wins have
given us a tremendous opportunity but we know the
teams chasing us will not give up without a fight so
we'll need to be at our best three times this week.

Thanks for your incredible support all season — now
we're at the business end of the season we’re counting
on you being our 12th man. GREEN&

HONOURS

Herts County League Western Division champions
[910-11,1911-12,1920-21

Herts County League champions

[950-51, 1952-53, 1954-55

South Midlands League champions

1961-62, 1964-65

South Midlands League Division One champions
1989-90

Spartan South Midlands League Premier Division Cup
2017-18

Herts Charity Shield

1967-68




THE GAFFER’S TEAM TALK

Agortnight can be a long time in non-league
ootball and what a fortnight we’ve just
had! Was our 1-1 draw against Baldock Town
a case of two points dropped or one point
saved? It was a bit of both, really, although I
thought we had enough of the possession and
chances in the first half to deserve the lead —
and two good penalty shouts turned down.

The last ten minutes of the game were
absolutely crazy. We got the equaliser and
were pushing for the winner when we should
have had one of those penalties. Then there
was the Micky Shuttlewood challenge, shall
we call it, near the edge of our box when the
ref gave a throw-in instead of a free-kick, so
on balance a draw was probably a fair result.

Then came the news that St Panteleimon
had folded with immediate effect, which came
out of the blue. It’s a real shame because I
know their owner, George, well and I know
how much blood, sweat, tears — and money
— he has put into the club to get it to where it
was. We've had some ding-dong battles with
them over the past couple of years but it’s
been difficult for them not having a ground to
call their own. It really does make us
appreciate the set-up we have here at
Rothamsted Park all the more.

I am sad for everyone connected with the
club and I wish them the best but the fact is
the situation has given us — and a few other
teams — a fantastic opportunity.
It was the honourable thing for
George to call it early and let
other clubs have that
opportunity.

Of course, it gave us a lift
before the Colney Heath
game — not that we needed a
boost before the local derby.

I love going there because we
always get a great welcome and
the games are competitive
and Saturday was no exception.

We deserved to win the game
but we needed some heroics
from Eman Olajide in injury-time.
It wasn’t the best penalty but
Eman has to take some credit for

MICKY
NATHAN

that too because he gets into the taker’s head
and has given himself an advantage before the
player has started his run-up. Eman had been
fantastic for us this year — not just his play but
his attitude to training, in the dressing room,
and his influence on younger players.

And what can I say about Tuesday night’s
win at Milton Keynes Irish? I was so proud of
every one of the players and my management
and coaching team. Our attacking play was
very good in the first half to give us the 2-0
lead and in the second half we defended with
everything we had.

We knew there would be a big response
from them and the game changed when
Kyle Rahho got sent off. He was unfortunate
because he got booked in the first half when
he was given a bit of a dodgy pass and he took
one for the team. The second one was a foul,
no argument about that, but not every foul
deserves a yellow card. They scored straight
from the free-kick too so it took real character
to reset and not concede again.

I felt we had learned from the Real Bedford
game where we led and went down to 10 men
but couldn’t hold on. We didn’t have much
of the ball but we closed down the space and
defended as a team very well.

Everyone was buzzing afterwards. I got
home at about half-past midnight, my wife
made me a cup of tea, and it took me
about another hour to wind down.
On nights like that she understands
why I love being involved in football
because it more than makes up for the
days when we're sitting there reflecting
on a bad result.

The reality of the run-in is that
next morning our thoughts had
already turned to today’s game
and a massive week for the

g club. The players can see the
end of the season and they
realise there’s a chance to
be part of history but that
it will require the same
intensity and commitment
we saw on Tuesday in every
game — starting today.
GREEN&



WELCOME TO ROTHAMSTED PARK
SAWBRIDGEWORTH TOWN

%\

) HONOURS

East Herts League champions 1923-24
Essex Olympian League champions [971-72
Herts Junior Cup winners 926-27

n 1897 members of Sawbridgeworth

Cricket Club decided to start a football
club to play during the winter months.

The first match was a friendly against a
public school X1, (probably Felstead) and a
schoolboy spectator at the game recorded
that the Sawbridgeworth XI wore purple
jerseys and the ref, (probably a schoolmas-
ter) wore a black and white blazer.

Sawbridgeworth lost that first game 1-0.
The first organised league competition
they joined was the Stortford and Stansted
League. There are surviving fixture cards
dating back to 1900, stating the club played
at Great Hyde Hall, just on the Herts side of
the Herts-Essex border. The club’s head-
quarters was a room in the White Lion pub
in the town centre.

In the 1920s they played in the East Herts
League, winning the title in 1924. During
this period they played Burnham Ramblers,
(who would become fellow members of the
Essex Senior League 50 years later) in a cup
final at Coopers Field, a popular ground
roughly where the Hand and Crown pub is
now.

Gate takings were £50 and, as the entry
fee was sixpence, that suggests that 2,000
people were at the match! Ramblers won the
game 2-1.

In 1930 Sawbridgeworth Town FC moved
to the present ground. It was surrounded by
farmland and access was from Cambridge
Road (which is still used by pedestrians), so
it became known as The Cambridge Road
Ground.

After an unsuccessful season in the

Manager: Ben Taylor
Assistant: Kieran Amos
Home kit: Red and black Away kit: Blue and black

Spartan League, Sawbridgeworth Town
joined the Herts County League Division
One in 1953 but another unsuccessful
season saw them move into the Bishops
Stortford, Stansted and District League in
1955.

In the late 1960s and early 1970s the
housing estate was built on fields next to the
ground and a new entrance was made at the
end of Crofters, hence the ground became
known as Crofters End.

The club was a founder member of the
Essex Olympian League in 1966 and won the
league championship in 1972, also winning
the Herts Intermediate Cup, by beating
Cockfosters 1-0 at Ware’s old ground. In
1975 the club applied to gain senior status
and were advised to apply for entry into the
Herts Senior Cup.

Despite losing 2-1 away to Boreham
Wood, they acquitted themselves well
enough to attain senior status.

Sawbridgeworth Town joined the Essex
Senior League in 1976 and spent 47 seasons
there. In 1993 they were runners-up and in
1995 they again finished second, this time
on goal average.

Sawbridgeworth Town hold the record for
the number of League Cup final appearances
(seven times) but have only won the cup
once when, beating Stansted 2-0. The club
has also won the Herts Charity Shield three
times.

For the current season, Sawbridgeworth
Town were moved across from the Essex
Senior into the Spartan South Midlands
Football League Premier Division.



Sawbridgeworth Town The past 10 seasons

19th / 21
18th /20

2021-22  Essex Senior League
2022-23  Essex Senior League
Source: Football Club History Database fchd.info

Season  League Step Position

2013-14  Essex Senior League 5 6th/20

2014-15  Essex Senior League 5 5th/20

2015-16  Essex Senior League 5 10th /2]

2016-17  Essex Senior League 5 5th/22

2017-18  Essex Senior League 5 8th/2l

2018-19  Essex Senior League 5 18th/20

2019-20  Essex Senior League 5 - abandoned

2020-21  Essex Senior League 5 - abandoned
5
5

Harpenden Town 1 Baldock Town 1

Archie Locke thro himself in where it hurts to g our equaliser. Photos by Freddie Clark
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Hadley Gleeson fires in a shot.



Isaiah Hilaire runs at the Baldock Town defence.

BALDOCK TOWNH I-1

The second biggest home crowd of the season
packed Rothamsted Park on Non-League Day
and saw Harpenden dominate the opening

45 minutes without making the breakthrough
their play deserved. Ryan Plowright hit the
woodwork, James Ewington had a shot saved
and Jake Anthony was tripped in the box only
for the referee to book him for simulation.

Encouraged by keeping a clean sheet,
Baldock started the second half strongly and
Harps needed keeper Connor Coulson to be
at his best on two occasions to keep it level.

Then, midway through the second half,
Baldock opened the scoring with a header
from a corner and suddenly Harpenden were
doing all the chasing.

The visitors had several half-chances
to extend their lead on the break before
Harpenden threw caution to the wind late on.

An equaliser finally materialised seven
minutes from time when Isaiah Hilaire headed
the ball back across goal and Archie Locke
nodded it home.

There was still time for a hectic finale —a
penalty shout for a trip on Locke was waved
away, then Baldock broke and Harps got a bit
of luck when the ref gave a throw-in instead of
a foul following a lunging last-ditch tackle from
Mickey Shuttlewood.

Photos by Freddie Clark

COLNEY HEATH A 1-0

It was a cagey, but absorbing derby encounter
with few clear-cut chances for either side until
Dan Palmer broke the deadlock just before
the half-hour mark.A deep, pinpoint Dave
Keenleyside corner was headed home firmly
by the central defender.

Colney Heath had a good spell of pressure
at the start of the second half but the better
chances fell to Harpenden as they hit the post
and then the bar in quick succession. Isaiah
Hilaire hit the post and James Ewington put
the rebound over.Then Jake Anthony hit the
bar and the ball bounced around in the box
before a Harry Andic shot was deflected wide.

Harpenden were nearly made to rue those
missed chances in injury time. It was into the
fifth minute of added time when the referee
pointed to the spot after Colney Heath striker
George Sippetts tumbled in the box.

It looked a soft penalty and as the Harps
players protested, Eman Olajide started
preparing to face the kick. By the time Sippetts
stepped up to take it, there were 99 minutes
on the clock. His kick was weak, but Olajide
still had to go the right way to stop it, sparking
loud celebrations from the players in green
and gold and the sizeable number of travelling
fans. That was the last kick of the game as the
referee blew for full-time immediately.

WEe'll cover Tuesday night’s fantastic win at Milton Keynes Irish in the next programme.




Colney Heath 0 Harpenden Town 1
Eman to the rescue with injury-time penalty save
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Pages
through
the ages

his collection of match

programmes picked up
on eBay offers a snapshot of
how the club and the town
have changed over the past
half-century. The programme
for the 1977-78 game against
Stotfold states that Harps’
home colours were white
shirts and blue shorts.

By 1981-82, the club’s
colours had changed to the
more familar yellow shirts
and blue shorts and the
matchday programme — this
one from an FA Vase tie
against Grays Athletic —
was the brilliantly-named
Harpenden Town Crier.

The front covers over the
past 45 years have featured
cartoon illustrations, team
photos and action shots and,
in 2010-11, a picture of a
silver Jaguar driving down
Harpenden high street —
which possibly says more
about the town than the
programme editor at the time
realised!

Do you have any
Harps history in
your loft?

If you have any Harpenden
Town memorabilia please let
us know or, even better, send
us a photo on Twitter
@Harpenden_Town or send a
message through our website
harpendentownfc.com

We're interested in seeing
old photos, programmes,
newspaper cuttings, shirts
or anything that tells a story
about a particular point in the
club’s history.
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1989-90 v Ashcroft
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2003-04 v Biggleswade Town
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1991-92 v Leighton Town
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OPTIONS (TELEMARKETING) LTD
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2010-11 v Sun Postal Sports

|
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Ground: Rothamsted Park

HARPENDEN TOWN F.C.
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1994-95 v Milton Keynes

HARPENDEN TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB
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townfootballclub.co.uk
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2012-13 v Bedford
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Spartan South Midlands League Premier Division §
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2020-21 v Broadfields United

2023-24 v St Panteleimon

2023-24 v Tring Athletic



QUESTION TIME

Age: 34
Favourite playing position and shirt number
Striker. Number 9

Where are you from? Born in St Albans

Previous clubs Harrow Borough, Beaconsfield,
Walton Casuals, St Albans City, Hampton &
Richmond Borough, Northwood, Ware, Potters Bar
Town, Hertford Town

Harpenden Town debut | think | was about 19
when | first played for Harpenden Town. | couldn’t
tell you who it was against. That was |5 years ago
now!

What did you sing for your initiation at
Harpenden Town? Take That — Back For Good

What’s your earliest football memory?

Going to Highbury and watching Arsenal is my
earliest memory. Couldn’t tell you the first game |
watched as | can’t remember

Who do you support now? Arsenal

What’s the biggest match you’ve played in?

FA Cup first round against Portsmouth at Fratton
Park.We got to the first round proper when | was
at Harrow Borough and we got Portsmouth away.
(Lost 1-0)

What’s the best thing about Harpenden?
Harpenden Town FC, of course!

What do you do for a living?
Technology recruitment

What are the best and worst things about step
five football? Best: The banter.You hear some
things and see some things! Worst: Some of the
grounds and pitches are horrendous!

Favourite ground you'’ve played at
Fratton Park is the obvious one but | loved
Clarence Park.That’s been a special ground to me

Who do you travel to away games with?
Shutts [Mickey Shuttlewood].WVe live in the same
place and we drive to games and training together.
Best car pool I've ever been part of!

Which of your teammates have the best dress
sense? Best — Eman.Worst — Jake Anthony!

After football, what other sport are you best
at? Golf

What’s your personal goal for the 2023-24
season? Score goals and win football matches.The
ultimate aim is to get Harpenden Town promoted

Can supporters follow you on social media?
Instagram @)]James.ewington




THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS

HOME SHIRT | AWAY SHIRT
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" 2024-25 SEASON TICKETS
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Get your 2024-25 Harpenden Town season ticket at this season’s price

All men’s first team league matches for £80*
That’s £4.31 per match (based on 19 home games)

PLUS all women’s first team league matches
Plus Development team, Under-18 and Women’s Under-23 matches
played at Rothamsted Park. Cup matches not included

* £80 + £2 platform booking fee SCAN CODE

Why buy a season ticket?

Buying a season ticket is a great way to support
the club. It gives you entry to all league matches
played at Rothamsted Park for a great price.

And buying early helps the club generate
much-needed revenue to plan for the new season.

#OneTeamOneTown

harpendentownfc.com/tickets




PLAY-OFF DATES

Keep a note of these dates. The play-off
semi-finals will be played on VWednesday, May |
with the final on Bank Holiday Monday May 6.

The second-placed team will be at home
to the fifth-placed team, while third will host
fourth.

May 6 was also the provisional date for the
St Mary’s Cup final between ourselves and
either Leverstock Green or Tring Athletic. If
any of the teams reach the play-off final, a new
date will have to be found. Keep an eye on
social media and our website for news.

FOOTBALL FOR A FIVER

Like today’s game, the price of entry to our
final two home fixtures, against Stansted on
Tuesday night and Shefford Town and Campton
next Saturday, has been reduced to £5, with
concessions at £3. It’s a thank you from us to
you for your fantastic support all season and
we hope to see Rothamsted Park packed for
both games.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

We are on the lookout for volunteers to help
the club behind the scenes.
Among the positions available are:

Clubhouse manager
Matchday announcers
Media team
Matchday gateperson
Kit manager (men’s team)

For more details and to apply, or if you have
other experience and expertise you think
might be of benefit to the club, go to our
website harpendentownfc.com

THE PLAY-OFF PICTURE

St Panteleimon’s resignation from the league
opened up the race for fifth place and gave a few
other sides encouragement that they could force
their way into the play-offs. But postponements
continue to cause havoc to the fixture list and, as
things stand, both FC Romania and Cockfosters
(who have lots of games in hand) will finish their
season after our last game on April 20. Here’s
how the fixtures look. Home fixtures in bold.

3rd place — FC Romania
59 points, 6 games to go, max possible 77
Apr 13 MK Irish Today Potton United
Apr 17 Harpenden Town Apr 9 Real Bedford
Apr 20 Biggleswade Utd
Apr 27 Crawley Green

4th place — Leverstock Green
57 points, 6 games to go, max possible 75

Apr 9 MK Irish Today Dunstable Town
Apr 20 Shefford Town Apr |3 Stansted
TBC Tring Athletic Apr |18 Baldock Town

5th place — Harpenden Town
53 points, 5 games to go, max possible 68
Today Sawbridgworth Town Apr |7 FC Romania
Apr 9 Stansted Apr 20 Dunstable Town
Apr 13 Shefford Town

6th place — Tring Athletic
49 points — 4 games to go, max possible 61
Apr 20 Baldock Apr |3 Real Bedford
Apr |6 Aylesbury Vale
TBC Leverstock Green

7th place — Cockfosters
42 points — 9 games to go, max possible 69

Today Biggleswade Utd Apr 10 London Lions
Apr 13 Dunstable Town Apr || Aylesbury Vale
Apr 16 MK Irish Apr 18 Potton United
Apr 27 London Lions Apr 20 Colney Heath

Apr 24 Shefford Town

GREEN&

YOU’VE EARNED YOUR STRIPES...
NOW GET YOUR SHIRT AT KITLOCKER

kitlocker.com/harpendentownfc

HOME KIT AWAY KIT
TRAINING KIT

EVERY PURCHASE
SUPPORTS THE CLUB

ZAPPATY




2023-24 results & fixtures

* Fixtures switched to Rothamsted Park

Spartan South Midlands League Premier Division

August

Tue | Tring Athletic A -l
Sat 12 Shefford Town & Campton A 4-2
Wed 16 London Lions A 44
Sat 26 St Panteleimon A 32
Tue 29  Leverstock Green A 02
September

Sat9  Dunstable Town H 4-0
Tue 12 Potton United H 2-1
Sat 16 Biggleswade United H I3
Sat 30 FC Romania H 2-1
October

Sat7 St Panteleimon H 0-1
Tue 17 Crawley Green A 34
Sat 28 Arlesey Town H 2-2
November

Sat4  Leverstock Green H 3-1
Sat Il Potton United A 00
Sat 25 London Lions H 3-2
December

Sat2  Real Bedford H 0-5
Sat 16 Cockfosters H 0-1
Sat 23 Arlesey Town A 20
Wed 27 Colney Heath H 1-0
Sat 30 Milton Keynes Irish H 23
January

Sat 6 Baldock Town A 2-1
Sat 20 Aylesbury Vale Dynamos H 2-3
Sat 27 Stansted A 12
February

Sat3  Crawley Green H 2-1
Sat 10 Sawbridgeworth Town A 3l
Sat 17 Cockfosters A 2-1
Tue 27 Real Bedford A 12
March

Sat2  AylesburyVale Dynamos  A* 3-0
Sat9  Tring Athletic H 3-1
Sat 16 Biggleswade United A 13
Sat 23 Baldock Town H I-1
Sat 30 Colney Heath A 10
April

Tue 2 Milton Keynes Irish A 2-1
Sat 6  Sawbridgeworth Town H

Tue 9 Stansted H

Sat 13 Shefford Town & Campton H

Wed |7 FC Romania A

Sat 20 Dunstable Town A

137
91
60
30
18

427
127
169
167

151
40
131

201
101
142

224
130
80

191
222

96
231
108

115

|57
10

125
179
104
234
205

143

Anthony (pen)

Younger 2, Oluwatoyin, Gleeson
O’Leary, Palmer, Andic, Monaghan
Palmer, Shuttlewood, og

Ewington 2, Gleeson, O’Leary
Anthony, Locke

Ewington

Plowright, Fitzgerald

Gleeson 2, Riley
Ewington, Rahho

Ewington, Locke, og

Ewington, Andic, Crowter

Keenleyside, Rodrigues
Crowter
Spaul, McClelland

Ewington 2
Keenleyside 2
Hilaire

Hilaire, Anthony

Hilaire, Crowter, Ewington
Ewington, McClelland (pen)
McClelland

Anthony 2, Crowter
Keenleyside, Hilaire, Plowright
McClelland (pen)

Locke

Palmer

Hilaire, McClelland



Cup ties

FA Cup

Aug 8  Stanway Rovers A -3 Machado

FA Vase

Sept 23 Wembley H 04 127

Herts Charity Shield

Sept 19 Tring Athletic A -3 Younger

Herts Senior Challenge Cup

Oct 10 Ware H 0-4 92

Gladwish Challenge Trophy

Nov 14 St Panteleimon H 2-2 65 Ewington, Locke
won 5-4 on penalties

Jan 23 Potton United A I-1 75  Crowter

lost 4-5 on penalties

Premier Division Cup
Jan 30 Cockfosters A 22 Anthony, Rahho
lost 4-5 on penalties

St Mary’s Cup

Feb 13 Chipperfield Corinthians H 4-0 77 McClelland 3, Locke

Mar 12 Oxhey Jets A* 4-1 80  Anthony, Keenleyside,
McClelland, Crowter

TBC Final vTring Athletic or Leverstock Green

Premier Division

P w D L F A GD Pts
| Real Bedford 32 26 5 | 108 23 85 83
2 Milton Keynes Irish 3124 5 2 92 23 69 77
3 FC Romania 30 18 5 7 71 46 25 59
4 Leverstock Green 30 17 6 7 66 48 18 57
5 Harpenden Town 3 16 5 10 58 49 9 53
6 Tring Athletic 32 14 7 11 5 51 4 49
7 Cockfosters 27 119 7 55 40 I5 42
8 Biggleswade United 32 12 5 15 64 73 9 4
9  Potton United 317 13 38 47 -9 40
0 Dunstable Town 32 10 8 14 48 59 -1l 38
Il London Lions 29 10 7 12 61 62 -1 37
|2 Stansted 310 7 14 42 56 -14 37
I3 AylesburyVale Dynamos 29 I 4 14 51 67 -16 37
[4 Colney Heath 29 11 3 15 41 43 -2 36
|5 Baldock Town 32 114 17 57 71 -14 34%
6 Arlesey Town 329 6 17 35 65 -30 33
|7 Crawley Green 327 6 19 44 77 33 27
I8 Shefford Town & Campton29 7 5 17 40 78 -38 26
|9 SawbridgeworthTown 31 | 6 24 24 72 -48 9
20 St Panteleimon o o0 o0 0 O 0 O 0 **

**Resigned from the league ~ *Three points deducted




HARPENDEN

TOWN

Manager: Micky Nathan
Colours: Green and gold

Eman Olajide (GK)

Connor Coulson (GK)

Jake Collins

Andrew Simmons

George Robinson

Archie Locke

Daniel Palmer

Joshua Rodrigues

Mickey Shuttlewood

Ben Spranger

Lewis Williams

Dan Westmore

David Keenleyside

Ryan Plowright

Kyle Rahho

Ben Spaul

Harry Andic

Archie Fitzgerald

Elliot Bailey

James Ewington

Hadley Gleeson

Archie McClelland

Reece Crowter

Isaiah Hilaire

Jake Anthony

SAWBRIDGEWORTH
TOWN

Manager: Ben Taylor
Colours: Red and black

Wale Adedeji

Ethan Barton
Jaydon Charles
Luke Clark

Cormac Clarke

Joe Cloake

Marcus Dowdeswell
Jeremy Ebelebe
Georgie Fairhead

Austen Garrod
Frederick Griffiths
Teddy Hall
Oshun Lewis
Jacob Lodge
Danny Palmer
Ed Plackett
Thomas Reeves
George Spillane
Daniel Taylor
Matthew Thoma
Lewis Wicker

Match officials
Julian Davis
Gavin Mcfarlane
Ben Soll

COMING SOON AT ROTHAMSTED PARK

MEN’S TEAM
Tuesday, April 9
Stansted (League) 7.45pm
Saturday, April 13

Shefford Town & Campton (League) 3pm

WOMEN’S TEAM
Tomorrow (Sunday, April 7)
Histon (League) 2.30pm
Check harpendentownfc.com
for any fixture changes



